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Joel 2:31
The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood

before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.

Lo oSl N i K Lkt
Joel 2:10 The earth quakes before them; the heavens
tremble.

The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars

withdraw their shining.
¢z kLTS i)
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Book of Numbers chapter 28

A star will come out of Jacob
@ES_“,)\_‘J_‘\:A(JMGS)*—US’—‘
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47
Philo, De Vita Moysis, i. 48: "a man renowned above all men for his skill as a diviner

and a prophet, who foretold to the various nations important events, abundance and

rain, or droughts and famine, inundations or pestilence."

-122 -


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philo

/\:f;‘ Pa) d»ﬁ[\ J)‘y oA

THE

RAPHAEL PATAI

& WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Detroit

Fourthly, a comet will be seen in heaven—a star, that is, with
a tail or an appendage—and this apparition will signify destruc-
tions and tumults and hard strifes, and the withholding of rains,
and dryness of the earth, and mighty battles, and the flowing of
blood upon the earth of the east, and from beyond the River Habor
it will reach to the very end of the west. And the just and the truly
religious will be oppressed or will suffer persecutions, and the
house of prayer will be destroyed.

Fifthly, there will be an eclipse of the sun, like the color of fire,
until the whole body of the sun will be obscured, and at the time of
the eclipse there will be such darkness over the earth as there is at
midnight on those mghts on which there is no moonllght in the
days of the rains.

(Rigord of St. Denis, pp. 114—15)
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As Gochihr (a comet) falls in the celestial sphere from a moon-beam
on to the earth, the distress of the earth becomes such-like as that
of a sheep when a wolf falls upon it. Afterwards, the fire and halo
melt the metal of Shahrewar, in the hills and mountains, and it
remains on this earth like a river. Then all men will pass into that
melted metal and will become pure; when one is righteous, then it
seems to him just as though he walks continually in warm milk; but
when wicked, then it seems to him in such manner as though, in the
world, he walks continually in melted metal.. [] Gochihr (the comet)
burns the serpent in the melted metal, and the stench and pollution
which were in hell are burned in that metal, and it (hell) becomes

very pure. God sets the vault into which the evil spirit fled, in that
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metal; he brings the land of hell back for the enlargement of the
world; the renovation arises in the universe by his will, and the
world is immortal for ever and everlasting." - The Bundahishn

or Knowledge from the Zand
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Mahdisme et millénarisme en Islam, Premiére partie - Mahdisme et millénarisme
en Islam 91-94 | juillet 2000, Messianism and Astronomical Events during the First
Four Centuries of Islam1

https://remmm.revues.org/247
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/002182869903000203
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For an explanation we must go to a rare astronomical-astrological tradition in the
book of Nu'aym b. Hammad, which incidentally is the earliest record of a datable
comet sighting in the Arabic tradition. It reads :

«al-Walid [b. Muslim] told us : We saw the earthquake which struck the people of
Damascus during [... 14 days passed in Ramadin, and many people perished in the
month of Ramadin in the year 137 [Feb.-Mar. 754/, and we had never seen
[anything like] what was described of the wahiya (the shaking up), and this is

the khasf{= the swallowing up) which is mentioned about the village called
Harasta »(Nu'aym : 132).

We saw the comet (najm lahu dhanab) rising in Muharram in the year 145 [May
762] with the dawn in the east, and we would see it before the dawn during the
rest of Muharram and then it disappeared. Then we saw it after the setting of the
sun in the twilight, and afterwards between the north and the west for two or
three months, and then it disappeared for two or three years »(Nu aym : 132-33)

Then we saw a mysterious star with blazing fire the length of a cubit, according to
what the eye saw, near Capricorn, orbiting around it like the orbit of a planet,
during the months of Jumada and [some of] the days of Rajab. Then it
disappeared. »(Nh aym, 133)

The end of Banii al-'Abbéds will be with a star which will rise in the north, with a
crash and a breaking asunder. All of this together will be in the month of Ramadan
[3 April - 2 May, probably 200/815]. The redness will be between 5-20 Ramadan
[8-23 April], the crash between the mid-month and the 20th, the shaking up
between the 20-24th [23-27 April], and a star by which you will be able to see
lighting up like the moon Iights up, then coiling up like a snake coils up until its
two heads almost meet, two earthquakes on the night of the two (Christian) holy
days [fishayn - probably Good Friday and Easter] and the star which collides with
the meteor falling from the sky ; with it, a terrible sound until it falls in the Fast
and from it a terrible tribulation will strike the people.

oo o0
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First of all, this is almost certainly Halley's Comet in its 760 appearance. According to the
Chinese and the Byzantine sources, Halley's Comet appeared in 760 between May 16 (=
Muharram 24) and sometime in July of that year. Therefore if we read the date as 143,
things fall into place. The note ofTheophanes, the Byzantine historian, for the year 760
reads : « In the same year a brilliant apparition appeared in the east for ten days and
again in the west for twenty-one » (Theophanes, 120), which is strikingly similar to the
above account. The discrepancies in dating are apparently due to the indistinct memory of
the transmitter, Walid b. Muslim (we should notice how he uncertain he is about

everything) or perhaps because of a scribal error.
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“ Works like Otot ha-Mashiach, Sings of Messiah, Agadat ha-Maschiach,
Legend of Messiah, describe God’s coming intervention in history through a

great war led by warriors in Persian costume. A late saying ascribed to
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Rabbi Simeon bar Yohai warned that if you see the horse of the Persian
tied to a post in the land of Israel, expect the footsteps of the Messiah.
Yet these specific predictions, translated into prescriptions for political
action, proved to be extremely dangerous"

Heavenly Powers Unraveling the Secret History of the Kabbalah (pg 28).

Neil Asher Silberman
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“Geniza Fragment” an interesting Jewish text of the Ummayad era, which has
described the signs of Messiah. One of the signs is: ~ sixth sign: Solar Eclipse over
all people except Israel

Seeing Islam as other saw it, Robert G. Hoyland 1997, pg 317-318
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