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The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech,
and Tiras.
And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah.

Genesis 10:2- 3
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in it, “ After 4,291 years from the creation of the world (i.e. A.D.
531), the world will be destroyed, partly by the wars of the sea-
monsters, partly by the wars of Gog and Magog, and then will the
days of the Messiah occur; and the Holy One, blessed be He, will
not renew the world until after seven thousand years’ (Sanh. g975).
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And king Alexander bowed himself and did reverence, saying, "0 God, Lord of kings and
judges, thou who settest up kings and destroyest their power, | know in my mind that
thou hast exalted me above all kings, and thou hast made me horns upon my head,

wherewith | might thrust down the kingdoms of the world-
PR I R PRSI I (NP PRI
L P L ey el i ol 0 AL e fut e
Ul KB5S U

1 « Pogsessor of two horns” is a well-known name of Alexander. In the

Ethiopic version Alexander is always referred to as Hf16\\.: ?ﬁ’ﬂ't‘U":
*‘the two horned.” See Spiegel, Die Alezander Sage, p. 57 ; Kor’dn, Surah 18,
Some say that the *‘two horned” mentioned in the Koran is Alexander, while
others say that a contemporary of Abraham is meant, who was king of Persia,
and others that he was a king of Yemen. For a discussion on this point see
Z.D.M.G., vi. 8. 506 ; viir ss. 442—450; 1x. ss, 214—223.

13

The History of Alexander the Great, Being the Syriac Version of the Pseudo-Callisthenes, Volume 1 ,page
146, The University Press, 1889. By Ernest A. Wallis Budge
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country, said to the king : “Yea, by your majesty, my lord the
king, neither we nor our fathers have been able to march
one step in it, and men do not ascend it either on that side
or on this, for it is the boundary which God has set between us
and the nations within it.” Alexander said, “ Who are the
nations within this mountain upon which we are looking ?......”
The natives of the land said, “ They are the Huns.” He said to
them, “ Who are their kings ?” The old men said: “ Gdg® and
Méagog and Nawal the kings of the sons of Japhet; and Gig
and Téimroén, and Tiyamrén, and Béth-Gamli and Yapho'bar,
and Shmardak, and Glisikd, and ’Ekshéphér, and Salgaddd,
and Nislik, and f&ma.rphil, and Ka‘0za, these are the kings of
the Huns’.” Alexander said, “ What is their appearance, and
their clothing, and their languages?” The old men answered
and said to the king: “Some of them have blue eyes, and their
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creation; and Alexander said to his troops, “Do ye desire that
we should do something wonderful in this land ?” They said
to him, “ As thy majesty commands we will do.” The king
said, “ Let us make a gate of brass and close up this breach.”
His troops said, “ As thy majesty commands we will do.” And
Alexander commanded and fetched three thousand smiths,
workers in iron, and three thousand men, workers in brass. And
they put down brass and iron, and kneaded it as a man kneads
when he works clay. Then they brought it and made a gate,
the length of which was twelve cubits and its breadth eight
cubits’. And he made a lower threshold from mountain to
mountain, the length of which was twelve cubits; and he
hammered it into the rocks of the mountains, and it was fixed
in with brass and iron. The height of the lower threshold was

P et bt S 8 it e P e pd G
6{.((J'd)7/"[3LJ}J'CJ)'—Q)&&}J/J’LJ%B'@@LDJ)J’DJ"}J)ugb‘J/L/JJ'C
l::oﬂu)c—gj%g)wlfgt‘u'w@/ JL7LUF113147)

ug“&ﬂuiuggu”u

built the Iron Gate extended four leagues. The pass referred to is probably the
Pass of Derbend, “apparently the Sarmatic Gates of Ptolemy, and Claustra
Caspiorum of Tacitus, known to the Arab geographers as the Gate of Gates

(g3 21y), but which is still called in Turkish Demir-Kapi or the Iron

Gate, and to the ancient Wall that runs from the castle of Derbend along the
ridges of Caucasus, called in the East Sadd-i-Iskandar, the Rampart of Alex-
ander.” Col. Yule, The Book of Ser Marco Polo the Venetian, 1. p. 55, note 3.

1 Knés, p. 92.

* Ibid. p. 95.
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THE ROMANCE OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT BY PSEUDO-CALLISTHENES

Translated from the Armenian Version with an Introduction by

Albert Mugrdich Wolohojian

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS New York and London 1969
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Ricold of Montecroce allows two arguments to connect the Tartars with the Jews
who were shut up by Alexander; one that the Tartars hated the very name of
Alexander, and could not bear to hear it; the other, that their manner of writing
was very like the Chaldean, meaning apparently the Syriac (am#é, p. 29). But he
points out that they had no resemblance to Jews, and no knowledge of the law.
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Zech. 14:12 And this will be the disease which the Lord will send on all the peoples which have
been warring against Jerusalem: their flesh will be wasted away while they are on their feet,
their eyes will be wasted in their heads and their tongues in their mouths.

20

This is the War of Gog and Magog spoken about in Yechezkel (38, 39), and Zechariah (14), as well as in

Midrash Tehillim (Mizmor 118:9).
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Eldad now began to make prophecies, say-
ing: “Moses will die, and Joshua the son of Nun
will be his successor as leader of the people,
whom he will lead into the land of Canaan, and
to whom he will give it as a possession.” Me-
dad’s prophecy was as follows: “Quails will come
from the sea and will cover the camp of Israel,
but they will bring evil to the people.” Beside
these prophecies, both together announced the
following revelation: “At the end of days there
will come up out of the land of Magog a king to
whom all nations will do homage. Crowned
kings, princes, and warriors with shields will
gather to make war upon those returned from
exile in the land of Israel. But God, the Lord,
will stand by Israel in their need and will slay all
their enemies by hurling a flame from under His
glorious Throne. This will consume the souls in

the hosts of the king of Magog, so that their
bodies will drop lifeless upon the mountains of
the land of Israel, and will become a prey to the
beasts of the field and the fowls of the air. Then
will all the dead among Israel arise and rejoice in
the good that at the beginning of the world was
laid up for them, and will receive the reward for

their good deeds.”*%
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88 Tne OLp TESTAMENT STUDENT.

f. GOG AND MAGOG AND THE END OF THE MESSIANIC AGE.

A last attack upon the dominion of the Messiah is that which is deslgnated
as Gog and Magog. This conflict occurs at the end of the Messianic period, fills
up the iniquity of the heathen and leads up to the judgment and the end of the
world, It represents the transition from time to eternity, to the olim habbd
in the narrower sense of the word. The time of Gog and Magog comprises
seven years. The meaning of the term is defined by the statement that ‘“‘an evil
spirit enters into the nations and they rebel against the king Messiah. Ile, how-
ever, slays them, smiting the land with the rod of his mouth and killing the
wicked one by the breath of his lipg, and he leaves only Israel remaining.” (CL.
Gen. 10:2; Exod. 88:2; 39:1.6; Ezek. 88:5; 39:2; also, Rev. 20:8; 2 Thess. 2:8.)

Some representations place the days of Gog and Magog at the beginning of
the Messianic age. Accordingly it is said that there are four great manifestations
of God: in Egypt, at the giving of the law, in the days of Gog and Magog, and
finally, in the days of the Messiah. The prevailing view, however, would reverse
the order of the last two and make this catastrophe the final conflict against Mes-
siah’s reign, the signal for the judgment and destruction of the heathen,and the
last act in the great drama of human history before time is merged into eternity.
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