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There is none like God, O Jeshurun, who rides through the heavens to your

help, through the skies in his majesty.
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(Yahweh) . . . who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens
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Behold Lord is riding a swift cloud
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| saw in the night-visions, and, behold, there came with the clouds of heaven
one like unto a son of man, and he came even to the ancient of days, and
they brought him near before him
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The expression “son of man” (“bar enash”) has a peculiar use in Dan. Vii. 13. Daniel in a vision
sees “one like the son of man coming on [A. V. “with”] the clouds of heaven and appearing before
the Ancient of Days,” to receive from Him “the dominion, the glory, and the kingdom for all
time” (Hebr.). There is no dispute among commentators that Israel is thereby meant; but they
differ as to the question whether the “son of man” depicted is merely a personification of the

people, or whether the writer had in mind a concrete personality representing Israel, such as the

15



Messiah or Israel’s guardian angel, the archangel Michael. The latter interpretation, proposed by
Cheyne and adopted by others, has little in its favor compared with the older opinion that the
person of the Messiah is alluded to—a view shared by the Rabbis (Sanh. 98a; Midr. Teh. To Ps. Ii.;
comp. the name “’Anani” in Targ. To I Chron. Iii., and “bar nefele” [= “son of the clouds”] in
Sanh. 96b) and the Apocalyptic as well as Christian writers (Enoch xxxvii.-Ixxi.; IV Esdras xiii. 3;
Justin Martyr, “Dialogus cum Tryphone,” p. 31, and Ephraem Syrus in his commentary to Daniel,

Lc.; see also the commentaries of Nowack and others to the passage).'
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http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/10342-man-son-of
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Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise.
You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy
For your dew is a dew of light,

and the earth will give birth to the dead.
S g oy plaord SO S Lt (o 290 e )ead
38 8 5l 8 gy per S s
it S 2 i) Solyd S

S a2 55 03,8 ey
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Behold | will open your graves and raise you from your graves, My people; and |
will bring you into the Land of Israel. You shall know that | am G-d when | open
your graves and when | revive you from your graves, My people. | shall put My
spirit into you and you will live, and | will place you upon your land, and you will
know that I, G-d, have spoken and done, says G-d.” (Ezekiel 37:12-14)
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The actual process of dying is described in this manner: ‘\Vhen
a person’s end comes to depart from the world, the angel of death
appears to take away his soul (Neshamah). The Neshamah is like
a vein full of blood, and it has small veins which are dispersed
throughout the body. The angel of death grasps the top of this
o B vein and extracts it. From the body of a righteous person he
EVERYMAN’S ®  extracts it gently, as though drawing a hair outgof milk ;pgut from
TALMUD |  thebody of a wicked person it is like whirling waters at the entrance
: of a canal or, as others say, like taking thorns out of a ball of
wool which tear backwards. As soon as this is extracted the
person dies, and the spirit issues forth and settles on his nose until
the body decays. When this happens, it cries and weeps before
the Holy One, blessed be He, saying, “Lord of the Universe!
Whither am I being led?” Immediately (the angel) Dumah takes
and conducts him to the court of death among the spirits. If
he had been righteous; it is proclaimed before him, “Clcar a place
for such and such a righteous man”; and he proceeds, stage by
stage, until he beholds the presence of the Shechinah’ (Midrash to
Ps. xi. 7; s1b, 52a).

The Mapor Teachings of the Rabbvnic Sages

BY ABRAHAM COHEN
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